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This report contains summary information on ground-water quality in one of the 50 















>tates, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, or the Trust Territories of the Pacific Islands, 






Saipan, Guam, and American Samoa. The material is extracted from the manuscript 
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U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY of the 1986 National Water Summary, and with the exception of the illustrations, 
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By Kim Ong 


which will be reproduced in multi-color in the 1986 National Water Summary, the 










format and content of this report is identical to the State ground-water-quality 








descriptions to be published in the 1986 National Water Summary. Release of this 







information before formal publication in the 1986 National Water Summary 






permits the earliest access by the public. 
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the NMEID has an active role in coordinating these projects among 


5 her 23 mri | -— | 1 re rnmantal ^ »4 ù 
the various industrial. commercial, and governmental entities (New 


Mexico Water Quality Control Commission, 1986). Tao EPA has 


delegated to the NMEID the primary enforcement authority for the 


hazardous-waste program under RCRA, for underground waste in 


jection under UIC, and for the drinking-water-supply programs under 
the Federal Sate Drinking Water Act (New Mexico Water Quality 


Controi Commission, 1986). The State recently returned authority 


to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission for issuing and 


regulating uranium milline and in-situ leaching licenses. This 


authority includes assessing and monitoring the effects of uranium 


milling and leaching on ground-water supplies 
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Ihe agencies that manage ground-water quality ın New Mex 
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ico may require additional hvdrologic information to he ip remedy 


existing contamination or to help prevent potential contamination 


in the principal aquifers. Ground-water studies that include com 


pletely the areas of human-induced and potential contamination 
3 ١ 
(fig. 38) may help document the extent and severity of known con- 


tamination The C stablishme በ! of å network of monitoring wells 


and periodk sampling in these areas would help detect any water 


juality changes in the principal aquifers 
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Selected geographic features and 1985 population distribu- 
tion in New Mexico. A, Counties, selected cities, and major drainages. 
8, Population distribution, 1985; each dot on the map repre 
S. Bureau of the Census 1980 decennia! cen- 
sus files, adjusted to the 1985 U.S. Bureau of the Census data for county 


ple. (Source: 8, Data from 
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Figure 2. Principal aquifers and related water-quality data in New Mexico. 4. Principal aquifers. 8, Generalized hydrogeologic sections. C, Selected 
water-quality constituents and properties, as of 1986. (Sources: A, Modified from Hale and others, 1965. 81, Modified from Bjorklund and Maxwell, 1961. 82, 
Modified from Lyford, 1979. C, Analyses compiled from U.S. Geological Survey files; national drinking-water standards from U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1986a,b.) 











PAL AQUIFER AND SUBDIVISIONS 
aquifer number in figure 2C 
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Rio Grande Basin (8) 
Southwestern New Mexico (9) 
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Pecos River basin (13) 
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Figure 2. — Continued. 









ር WATER-QUALITY DATA 
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